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Summary from Reader – See Map from Glossary 
 
Differences between Earlier Pink Tide and Recent Pink/Gray Tide 

1. Mexico and Colombia (2nd & 3rd largest countries) have moved left, categorized 
as ‘Social Democracies’ 

2. International economic environment from pandemic and China and U.S. 
downturn has put a lid on raw material prices, foreign investment, and 
international lending has reduced domestic social spending. 

3. Increased domestic environmentalism has raised anti-extraction policies 
4. Pink tide came from electoral coalitions, while gray tide rose from popular 

protest movements -- environmentalists, indigenous, women, labor unions, 
students, etc. -- which become thorn in side of leaders (e.g. Brazil) once 
elected. 

5. Emergence of China as economic player: 
o first trading partner for Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, and Bolivia 
o major creditor of Venezuela 
o major investor in infrastructure, mining, and land 


